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14, and that the following l>e elected j 
on the part of the Senate: 

Senators Collins, Lattimore, Pa ge, 
Hopkins, Ilol>l>ins. 

DEAN. 

The motion \\'as read and adopted, 
canying th e election of the committee 
nnmC'Cl. 

Adj 0111·11 men t. 

At 4: 4 5 o'dock p . m., Senator 
\Yes tbrool' mowd that the SPnatP 
adjourn until 10 o'dock tomonow 
1norniug. 

The motion preYailed. 

Al'l'ENDIX. 

Petitions :nu! )Jemo•·inls. 

Senator Hall offf't'Nl n tPlc>grnm 
from Capt. C. Nieoiini of Gal\·eston, 
opposin g the zone bill. 

The Chair filf'd numerous tele­
grams from Houston fa\·oring suff­
ra gp l>ill: al'o a teleg ram from Tex· 
arkana on the sanH) subject. 

Spnator Collins offered four num­
erously signed petitions from Orange 
in oppo oit ion to the zone bill. 

SPnators ('lnrl; and Bud1anan of 
Scurry offered sc\·e r a l pC'litions from 
eitiZPns of th e ir d istrict in opposition 
to ,imcn '.lment of elect ion la\\' of the 
State. 

I•:n~t·os~in~ Connnit.tcc Reports. 

Committee noom, 
Aus tin, Texo.s , !\larch 7, 1918. 

Hon. E. A. DerhC'rd, Pre~ ident Pro 
TPm. of the SenatC'. 
Sir: Your Commit.tee on En­

grossed Bill s has had Senate Bill No. 
17 carefu lly compa1~d. and finds the 
san1e corr~ctly engrossed. 

ALDERDICE, Chairman. 

Committee noom, 
Austin, Texas, !\larch 7, 1918. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, Presid ent Pro 
Tem. of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on En­

grossed Bills has hacl Sennte Bill No. 
18 carefully compared, and finds the 
same correctly engrossed. 

ALDETIDICE, Chairmnn. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, T.exas, !\larch 7, 1D18. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tern . of the Senate. 
Sir : Your Committee on En­

gros~ed Bills has had Senate Bill No. 
21 carefully compared, and finds the 
sn m-:? correctly engrossed . 

ALDETID!CE, Chairman. 

Tl~XTH n:\ Y. 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, Texas, 

Friday, i\larch 8, 1918. 

The Senate m et at 10 o'clock a. m., 
pursuant to adjournment, and was 
l'allcrl to orrl2r by President Pro T e m. 
Decherd. 

Th e roll was called, a quorum 
being present, the following Senators 
an:;wering to their names: 

Alderdlce. H-enderson. 
I.lee. Hopkins. 
Buchanan or Bell.Johnson or Hall. 
Buchanan or scurry.Johnston or Harris. 
Caldwall. Lattimore. 
Clark. ?>lcNealus. 
Collins. Page. 
Dayton. Parr. 
Dean. Robbins. 
Decherd. Strickland. 
F'n nst. Suiter. 
Floyd . Westbrook. 
Gibson. Woodward. 
Hall. 

Absent-Excus-ed. 

Balley, 
Hudspeth. 

l\lr.Collum. 
Smith. 

Prayer by the Chaplain . 
Pending the reading of the Journal 

of )'C'St·erday. th e same was di spensed 
with on motion of Senator Johnson 
or Hall 

Excused. 

Senator Baile)' was excused for to-
1lav on account of illness on motion 
of ·sen a tor Fau s t. 

Senator Smith for yesterday ancl 
the remainder of this week on account 
of important business on motion of 
Senator Suiter. 

Petitions nnd lllemorinls. 

S·enator Strickland offered a meru-



SENATE JOURNAL. 135 

orial relating to grand jury indict­
m ents of Jas. E. Ferguson. (See 
Appendix.) 

·Senator Hall made the point of 
order that the statements were in 
violation of the statutes of this State, 
in that it reveals proceedings had in 
a grand jury room. 

The Chnir overruled th·2 point of 
order, holding that this Senate has 
no authority over the acts of grand 
jurors. 

Senator Clark moved that the fur­
ther reading of the instrument be 
dit.nens·:id with. 

The motion was lost. 
See Appendix for other petition,s. 

Committee Reports. 

See AppeIJdix. 

Morning call concluded. 

Senate Bill No. 20. 

The ·Chair laid before the Senate 
on second reading: 

S. B. No. 20, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to provide for the teaching 
of lessons in patriotism in the public 
schools of the State, for the proper 
display of the United Stat·es flag in 
connecti.on with ever

1
y public school 

of the State, and directing the Stare 
Superintendent, county and city sup­
erintendents in the discharge of 
their duty relative th·ereto." 

The committee report th'at the bill 
be not printed was adopted. 

Senator F aust offered the follow­
ing amendments which · were read 
and adopted, seriatim: 

(1) Amend Senate Bill No. 20, 
by striking out the period at the 
end of the preamble and inserting in 
lieu thereof a comma, and a.dding the 
words "and declaring an emer­
g·enCy." 

(2) Amend Senate Bill No. 20, 
by adding after the word "of" the 
same being the twenty-first word in 
Section 3, of said bill, the words 
"public !nstruction in." 

(3) Amend Senate Bill No. 20, 
by . adding after the word "superin­
tendents" the same being the fort,Y­
fifth word in Section 3, of said bill 
the words "of public instruction." 

(4) Amend Senate Bill No. 20 , 
by adding after the word "superin-

tendent," the same being the sixty­
sixth word in Section 3 of said bill, 
the words "of public instruction." 

( 5) Amend Senat'<l Bill No. 20, 
by adding after the word "superin­
tendent," the same being the seven­
ty-s ixth word in Section 3 of said 
bill, the words of '.'public instruc­
tion." 

The bill was read second time and 
passed to engrossm·ent. 

On motion of Senator Faust, the 
constitutnonal rule requiring bills to 
be read on three several days was 
suspended and Senate Bill No. 20 
rut on its third reading and final 
passage by the following vote: 

Yeas-23. 

Alclerdice. Henderson. 
Bee. Hopkins. 
Buchanan of Bell. Johnston of Harris. 
Buchanan of Scurry.Lattimore. 
Collins. McNealus. 
Dayton. Page. 
Dean. Parr. 
Der herd. Robbins. 
F'nust. Strickland. 
Floyd, Suiter. 
Gibson. Westbrook. 
Hall. 

Caldwell. 
Clark. 

Bailey. 
Hudspeth. 

Absent. 

Johnson of Hall . 
Woodward. 

Absent-Excused. 

McColl um. 
Smith. 

The bill was laid before the 
Senate, read third time and, on mo­
t.iou of Senator Faus t, was · passed by 
the following vote: · 

Yeas-24. 

Alderdlce. Han. 
Bee. · Henderson. 
Buchanan oe Bell. Hopkins. 
Buchanan of Scurry.Johnston of Harris. 
Cal dwell. Lattimore. 
Collins. McNealus. 
Dayton. Pagr. 
Dean. Parr. 
Decherd. Robbins. 
Faust. Strickland. 
Floyd. Suiter. 
Gibson. Westbroolr. 

Clark. 
Hudspeth. 

Absent. 

Johnson of Hall. 
Woodward. 
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Al>sent-Excused. 

Balley. 
llfcCollum. 

Smith. 

S<'nntor Fnnst moYed to reconsider 
the Yote by which th·:i bill was passed 
ancl table th e motion to reconsider. 

The 111otion to table pre\•ailed. 

SC>natC' Bill Xo. l O ns :.;perinl Order. 

Ilr unanimous consent and on mo­
tion of Senator Collins, Senate Bill 
No. 10 was set as a special order for 
n'1:'xt :\Joncla)· at the concl usion of the 
n101·ning call. 

Bill Sig-1wd. 

The Chair , President Pro T ern. 
Derh-:>rd. ga,·c notice of signing, and 
did ~;g n . in the presence of the Sen­
ate, a ft er its caption had been read, 
the following bill : 

H. B. :-\o. 21, A bill to be -entitled 
"An Act nrnkin g appropriation of 
two thousnncl dollars as a fund to 
the Agricultural and ;\fechanical Col­
lc>ge at Bryan, Texas, for the purpose 
of ex11erimenting and treatment of 
the Yucca Filamentosa, with the 
Yiew of preparing same for stock 
food. this plant being in great abun­
dance in th e drouth stricken section 
of the State, and pro,·iding an emer­
gency." 

l Senator Hopl<lns in the chair.) 

Senate Conct11'1'et1t Resolution No. G. 

\\'herens , The purposes for which 
the Fourth Called Session of the 
Thirty-fifty Legislature was callee! 
haying l>een about all a ccomplished, 
nnd there being no further urgent 
need for further legisl a tion which 
cannot be considered between this 
date and the 15th instant; therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Fourth Called 
Session of the Thirty-fifth Legisla­
ture adjourn sine die on l\larch 15, 
1918. 

GIBSON. 

The resolution was read and on 
motion of Senator \Vestbrook, the 
same was laid on the table sul>ject 
to call. 

~lcssag-cs Pl'Cnn the Go\·crnor. 

The priYate secretary to th-c Gov­
ernor here appeared at the bar of 
the Senate with several executive 
messages. 

The same were laid before the 
Senate and rend, as follows: 

Go,·ernor's Office. 
Au s tin, Texas, ;\farch S, 1918. 

To th e Thirty-fifth Legislature in 
Fou rt.h Called Session. 
Gentlemen: At the r equest of 

Hon. Eel H. Lang-e, Hon. Eugene 
Norclha us, Hon . \Vm . Schlesinger, 
Hon. R, 1-1 . HollatHI, and Hon. R. L. 
Carlock, I l>eg to submit the follow­
ing sul>ject for your consideration: 

"An Act to amend Article 1028, 
ReYiscd Civil Statutes of 1911, deal­
ing with th·~ fixing of rates for pul>Iic 
utilil>' corporations." 

Respectfully submitted, 
\V. P . HOBBY, 

GoYernor of Texas. 

Governor's Offic-e. 
Austin , Texas, ilfarch 8, 1918. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Called Sess ion : 
Gentlemen: At the request of 

Senator R. 111. Johnston, of Harris 
Count)', I beg to sul>mit for your 
consideration the following: 

"An Act to permit railroad corpor­
ations, by and with the permission 
of the Railroad Commission of 
Texas, and the county commissioners 
court of the count>' wherein located, 
to change, relocate, or abandon, any 
portion of its line when without and 
adjacent to the limits of any incor­
porated city containing 50,000 in­
habitants or more according to the 
United States census of 1910, and to 
pe rmit such railroad corporations to 
ch a nge, relocate, or al>ondon, any 
portion of its line within the limits 
of any incorporated city containing 
50,000 inhabitants or more, by and 
with the permission of the Railroad 
Commission of Texas, and the city 
council or board of aldermen of such 
city, and to !'equire such railroad 
corporation to mal<e such change, re­
location, or abandonment, upon the 
order of such Rrailroad Commission, 
upon the application of such city 
council or board of aldermen. 

Respectfully submitted, 
\V. P. HOBBY, 

Governor of Texas. 
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Governor's Offic-e. 
Austin, Texas, l\iarch 8, 1918. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Called Session. 
Gentlemen: At the request of 

the board of managers of the Hos­
pital for Negro Insane at Rusi{, I 
submit for legislation the subject of 
appropriating an additional $150,-
000.00 for the completion of the 
hospital provided fo r at the regular 
session of your body. It appears 
that the contract cannot bti let by the 
board of managers under the pre­
sent appropriation, and I am accom­
panying this message with a letter 
from the president of the board of 
managers and from the superinten­
dtint giving you the present status 
with respect to this institution. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W . P. HOBBY, 

Governor of Texas. 

Austin, Texas, March 7, 1918. 
Hon. W. P. Hobby, Governor of 

Texas, Austin, Texas. 
Dear Sir: We, the board of man­

agers of the Hospital for Negro In­
sane at Rusk, and the superintendent 
of said institution respectfully repre­
sent to your excellency that we have, 
after due adyertisement, received 
bids for the construction and remod­
eling of said institution, and we here­
by recommend to ,YOU, the Treasurer 
and Comptroller of Public Accounts 
the final letting bf said general con­
tract. The amount of the appropriar 
tion is insufficient, however, to 
cover the necessary cost of construc­
tion ~as it ·should be constructed, and 
as required : by the act creating same. 

Our decision to submit the situa­
tion to you and at the same timti 

. a!ik you to request the Legislature 
for an additional apropriation is con­
trolled by your well known views in 
opposition to authorizing .deficien­
cies, and with which we are in hearty 
accord. 

We understand that when the or-
. iginal appropriation was made that 
it was -estimated that it would cost 
three hundred thousand dollars to 
construct and equip the hospital. 
There has been a marlrnd increase 
in the cost of material and labor 
since that time. 

In our opinion an additional one 
hundred and fifteen thousand dol­
lars should be approprlattid to cover 

the whole cost of the construction 

and remodeling the institution, and 
thil·ty-five thousand dollars for 
equiping the same. With such an 
appropriation as now asked for the 
completed plant would be worth not 
Jess than six hundred thousand dol­
lars. If this is not done, property 
worth, for this nec·essar,Y purpose, 
two hundred and fifty thousand dol­
lars, or more, wilJ be wholly lost to 
the State. 

The money realized from the sale 
of the iron industry at Rusk, one 
hundred twelve thousand and five 
hundred dollars, would largely take 
care of this added appropriation, and 
a further sum should be realized 
from the sale of the box factory. 

All the asylums and jails are now 
full of insane persons and it is im­
perath·e that this unfortunate situa­
tion be remedied at once. 

Very resp·actful!y, 
The Hospital for Negro Insane. 
BJ· W. T. Norman, President of 
the Board of Managers. 

Chas. L, Gregor,Y, Superintendent. 

Message From the House. 

Hall of House of Representativ·es. 
Austin, Tt!xas, March 8, 1918. 

Hon. E, A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tcm. of the Senate. 
Sir: I am directed by the House 

to inform t he Senate that the Housti 
has passed · thi, following bills: 

S. B. No. 19, Creating the Bell­
ville Independent School District in 
Austin County, Texas. 

H. B . No. 40, A bilJ to be entitled 
"An Act adding to and making a part 
of the Port Lavaca Independent 
School District in Calhoun County, 
Texas, including the town of Port 
Lavaca, certain lands and territory 
adjoining thereto, and declaring an 
emergency." 

H. B. No. 57, Authorizing the com­
missioners .court of Anderson County, 
'.rcxas to cancel all previous orders 
of said court authorizing the is­
suance of road ,bonds under provi­
sions .of Chapter 2, TiUe 18. 

H. B. No. 59, Aproprlating $5, 000 . 
to the State Council of Defense. 

Respectfully, · 
BOB BARKER, 

Chief Clerk, House of Representatives. 
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Hills nead and Rl'ferred. 

The Chair, Pres ident Pro Tern. 
Deeh f'rd hacl r Pfpned . after their 
capt ions had h2e n re a cl, the follow­
ing Hou se tills: 

H . n. N o. 40. rnff'rrecl to the Com­
mittee on Educational Affairn . 

H . r::. No. 57, referrC'd to the Com­
mittee on Roads , Bridges and Fer­
ries. 

H. D. N o. ;,n, refe rred to th e Com­
mittee on Finance. 

,\,ljournment. 

At 11: 20 o'elock a. m. Senator 
Lattimore 1110\·pcl to reC'ess until 2: 30 
o'rlocl{ todaY. 

The motio'n pre,·ni!cd . 

,\ f'ter H C'ce,s. 

( Afternon Sess ion.) 

The SC'nUtC' was called to or<IC'r by 
Pre•idf.'nt Pro Te rn . Decherd, and by 
unani111ou;; consent and on rcquC'st 
o f Senator De nn. stood at ease for 
fi,·e minu tes . 

Austin , Texas, i\Tarch 8, 1918. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, P1'2s ident Pro 
T e m. of th e Senate. 
S ir: I nm directed b,· the House 

to inform the Senate that the House 
Con .. urs in Senate amendm e nt:> to 

House Dill No. 13, by the following 
vote>: Ye>as 97, nays 2. 

Adopted Se nate Concurrent Reso­
lution l'\o. o. rel a ting to the Enroll­
ing Cle1·ks of Senate and Hou se mak­
ing copies of all enrolled bi)Js. 

Docs not <'oncur in Senate nmencl­
ments to Hou se Bill No. 9, and re­
quC'sts th e appointment of a Free 
Conferen<'e Committee. The following 
ha,·e been appointed on part of the 
House: Mess r s. Cope, V-ea tch, ;\len­
dcll , Spen cer and Thouw.son of El 
Paso. 

Concurs in Senate amendme nts to 
Honse Bill No. 18 by the following 
vote: Yeas 99, nays 4. 

Passed 
H . B. No. 45, A bill to b-e e ntitled 

l\Iai·ch 1, 1918, com·eying and re­
l<>nslng to the GaJycs ton Dry Dock & 
Construction Co., n corporation of 
Clnh·eston County, Texas, that cer­
tain nrcn of territon· in Galveston 
Day being n part of "what is known 
as P e li ca n Island and the flats south 
th-(>reof. a s fully described by metes 
and bounds in said net, and declaring 
nn e 1ncn;cncy." 

Adopted House Concurrent R eso­
lution No. fl, relatini:: to meeting of 
National and State Councils o f De­
fen~e a t Dallas, !\larch 1 2, 1918. 

R espectfully. 
DOB BARKER, 

Chief Clerk. House of Representatives. 

Hill Hc:11l an<l H e ferre<l. 

The Chair. Pres i<l c nt Pro T e rn. 
DC'chercl. had r<'fcrr~ cl. after its cap­
t ion had bet' n r ead , the following 
bill. 

H. B. No. 4'1, r eferr2cl to the Com­
mittee on State Affairs. 

Hills Sig11e<l . 

Thf.' Chair, President Pro Tcm . 
DPrhenl gaYc notice of signing and 
<lid s ign in the presence of the 
Scnnt.C', after t.he>ir captions had been 
rend, the following bills: 

H . n. No. 15, A bill to he entitled 
"An Act d eclaring th:i.t if any person 
shall lrnowingly, during th e time the 
l'nitc d Stnte>s of Ame rica is nt war, 
n sC' any language in the presence and 
llC'aring of another. or of and eon­
cc rning the United States of America, 
th-.• f.'ntry or continuance of the 
lJnif.ed States of America in the war, 
or of and concerning any flag, stand­
ard, color, or ens ign of the United 
Stat·::"s of Ame rica, or any imitation 
thereof, or that of any officer of the 
l'nited States of America , and de­
claring an em-crgency.'' 

S. B. No. 19. A bill to be entitled 
"An Act creating the Ilelh·ille In­
d c1iende nt School District in Austin 
County, Texas . " 

House Bill No. 22 Set as Special 
Orel er. 

"An Act to ratify and confirm the By unanimous consent and on mo­
nction of the board of commissioners tion of Senator Aldenli c-e , House Bill 
of the city of GnlYes ton, passed No. 22, the reclanrntion bill, was set 
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as a special order for next Tuesday 
at the conclusion of the morning 
call. 

Dills and Resolutions. 

(By unanimous consent.) 

By Senator Caldwell. 
S. B. No. 29. A bill to be entitled 

"An Act fixing the salary of the Ad­
jutant General and making an appro­
priation of $7,200.00 or so much 
thereof as may be necessary, out of 
moneys in the State Treasury for the 

B,Y Senator Johnston of Harris: years ending August 31, 1918 and 
s. B. No. 27, A bill to be entitled August 31, 1919; repealing a ll laws 

"An Act to permit railroad corpora- or parts of laws in conflict therewith, 
tions, by and with the permission of and declaring an emergency." 
the Railroad Commission of Texa.s. Read first time and referred to the 
and the co.unty commissioners court Committee on Finance. 
of the county wherein located, to 

By Senator Strickland: 
S. B. No. 30, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to better provide for the 

change, relocate, or abandon any por­
tion of its line without and adjacent 
to the limits of any incorporated 
citv containing 50,000 inhabitants or 
more according to the United States location, establishment and construc­
censns of 1910, and to permit such, tion of the hospital at Rusk, Texas, 
railroad corporation to change, re-· for the care, treatr.1ent and support 
locate or abandon any portion of its of insane persons of the African race, 
line within the l imits of any incor- nr African descent, and to better 
norated city containing 50,000 in- rleflne the prope1:ty of the State at 
habitants or more, by a nd with the Rusi<. Texas. set aside for the use of 
permission of the Railroad Commis- same; approving the sale of the iron 
sion of Texas a.nd the city council or industry situated on the nronerty of 
board of a ldermen of such city; and the St.ate at Rusk, and of th" neces­
to require such railroad corooration sary land; and authorizing the sale 
to make such chan.e-e, relocation or of the box factorv there situated and 
abn11ilonment unon the order nf such t111i lease of the land used by the box 
Railroad Commission. upon the ap- factory for not more than twenty­
nlication of such city council or five years, and making an aporopri­
hoard of aldermen, and nroviding for ~lion therefor. and to reimburse the 
the exercise of the right of eminent Pri~on Commission for funds in their 
rlornain to acauire right of way and hands apnronriated herein. 
cliinot e;roun.rls when line~ :ire Rend the first time and referred to 
changed or relocated. :i-ncl val1da.tmg the ,Committee on Finance. 
snch r.lrn.nge~. relocations or aban-
donment" when heretofore author-
ized by the Railroad Commission of 
T"xas; and renealing- all laws or 
narts of lows in conflict herewith, 
ann der.Jarinl!' an emergency." 

Rearl first ti-ne and referred to the 
Committee on Internal Improvements. 

By Senator Dean. 
S. B. No. 28, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act creating a court to be styled 
the Comn,ission of Appeals of the 
State of Texas, to consist of six per­
sons. learned in the law, to he ap­
nointed by the Governor, by and with 
the advice of the Senate, which shall 
sit in two sections, known as Section 
A and S<lction B, each section con­
sisti nl'." of three members, and who 
shall hold their office for two ,years 
and receive for their services a salary 
of $5,000 per annum, and declaring 
an emergency." 

Read first time and referred to the 
Committee on Civil Jurisprudence. 

i'fe.s!':nge~ Fron1 the Go't"el'nor. 

The pri,·ate secretary to the Gov­
e1·nor here anoeared at the bar of 
I.he Senate witn several executive 
me~sn~s. 

The same were laid before the 
Senate and read, as follows: 

Governor's Office. 
Austin, Texas, March 8, 1918. 

To the Thirt,.v-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Called Session. 
Gentlemen: 'At the request of 

Messrs. Poage and Henderson, I sub1 
mit for your consideration an Act 
creating and incorporating the High­
land Independent School District in 
McLennan County. 

Respectfully s ubmitted, 
W. P. HOBBY, 

Governor of Texas. 
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Go\·ernor's Office. 
Austin, Texas, l\Iarch 8, lDlS. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Called Sessi on. 
Gentlem-cn: At the request of 

Hon . Il . E. Thomason, I submit for 
your consideration an Act to amend 
Chapter SS, Acts of th-c Ilegular Ses­
sion of the Thirty-fifth Legislature. 
proYidin!': a more adequate system of 
laws relating to irri!':ation. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. HODBY, 

Go\·ernor of Texas. 

Go\·ernor's Office. 
Austin, Texas, March 8, 1918. 

To the Thi1·ty-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Called Sess ion. 
Gentk1110n : I suhmit for your 

consicl<>ration an Act for the relief 
of th e Sup1·eme Court of Texas. 
authorizing th e c!"Nltion or a Com­
mision of Appeals. 

The Yery crowded condition of the 
docket of the Supreme Court, result­
ing in such delays as frequently af­
fects large propert~· Yalues and de­
feats the ·ends of justice, creates the 
n ecess ity for this relief. Such lc!:iS­
lation is recommended by Hon . Nel­
son Phillips, Chief Justice of the 
Supreme Court of Texas, Hon . D. F. 
Loon ey. Attorney Gene ral o( Texas, 
and unanimously by the Committee 
on Law Hefonns of the T exas StatP 
Dar Ass ociation, 

n espectfully submitted, 
W. P . HOBDY, 

GO\·ernor of 'l'exas. 

Go\·ernor's Office. 
Austin, Texas, l\Iarch 8, 1918. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Call ed Sess ion. 
Gentlemen: I submit for your 

consideration the subject of defining 
the jurisdiction of the Supreme 
Court of Texas. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W . P . HOBBY. 

Go\·ernor of Texas. 

Governor's Office . 
Austin, Texas, l\Iarch 8, 1918. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Called Session. 
Gentlemen: At the request of 

Hon. R. L . Templ-cton, I submit for 
your consideration an Act creating 

the Follett Independent School Dis­
trict of Lipscomb County, Texas. 

Respectfully submitted. 
\\' . P . HOBDY, 

GoYernor of Texas. 

Co\·ernot"s Office. 
Austin, Texas, l\larch 8, 1918. 

To the Thirt,y-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Calle1l Session. 
Gentlemen: I submit for your 

consideration an Act providing for 
the appointment of official steno­
grn ph·e r s for grand jnries by the 
judges of the <listrict courts prns id­
ini: O\'er same, and prescribing their 
qualifications and duties, ancl pro­
\'i1ling for thei1· compensation, and 
prescribing the time and method of 
transcribing and furni shing to the 
<listrict or county attorneys of such 
l'ountics or judicial districts, of the 
m·id·2nce ancl testimony aclclucecl and 
g iYen before such grand juries in the 
in\·estigation of crimes and offenses 
coming before such bodies. 

Respectfully submitted, 
\\'. P. BODDY, 

Go\·ernor of Texas. 

Governor' s Office. 
Au s tin, Teirns! l\Iarch 8, 1918. 

To the Thirt,y-fifth Legislatu re in 
Fourth Called Session. 
Gentlemen: At the request of 

Hon. S. J. Osborne, 1 submit for 
\'Our con~icleration an Act authoriz­
ing the commissioners court of Kauf­
man County to unite two or more jus­
tice precinc ts or acld any -election pre­
cinct territory to a justice precinct 
for the purpose of electing or ap­
pointing a puhlic weigl1er. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P . HOBBY, 

Go\·ernor of Texas. 

Governor's Office. 
Austin, Texas, l\!arch 8, 1918. 

To the Thirti)'-flfth Legislature in 
Fon rth Callee! Session. 
Gentlem'2n : At the request of 

Hon. Walter D. Caldwell, I submit 
for ,;·our consideration an Act fixing 
the salary of the Adjutant General 
and malcing an apropriation of 
$7,200.00 or so much thereof as may 
be n-ccessary, for the payment of 
such salary for the years ending 
August 31, 1919. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. HOBBY, 

$overnor of Texas. 
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Governor's Office. 
Au.stin, Texas, March 8, 1918. 

To the Thirty-fifth Legislature ill 
Fourth Called Session. 
Gentlemen: At the request of 

Hon. D. J. Neill, I submit for your 
consideration an Act to amend road 
law for Eastland County. 

Respectfully submitted, 
W. P. HOBBY, 

Governor of T exas. 

Governor's Office: 
Austin, Texas, March 8, 1918. 

To the Thirt,y-fifth Legislature in 
Fourth Ca lled Session. 
Gentlemen: At the request of 

Hon. W. E. Pope, I submit for your 
consideration an Act regulaling the 
purchase of junk by persons engaged 
as junk dealers or in the junk busi­
ness, providing for uniform affida­
vits of junlc sellers, and for same to 
be lcept in well bound book, subject 
to the inspection o~ the public, pro­
viding punishments for the violation 
of same, defining terms "junk deal­
ers" and "junk business ." 

Respectfully submitted, 
'w. P. HOBBY, 

Governor of Texas. 

House Bill No. 9-Free Conference 
Committee Elected. 

Senator Johnston of Harris made 
the following written motion: 

We move that the Senate grant the 
request of the House for a Free Con-

- ference Committee on House Blll No. 
9, and the~ following be elected on 
the part of the Senate : Lattimore, 
Dean, Bee, Buchanan of Bell, Hen­
derson. 

BUCHANAN of Scurry. 
JOHNSTON of Harris. 

The motion was read and Senator 
Floyd offered the following substi­
tute. 

I move that the Senate accede to 
the request of the House fo r a free 
confererice on House Bill No. 9 and 
that the following be elected on the 

· part of the Senate: Bee, Page, Lat­
timore, Westbrook and Collins. 

FLOYD. 

The substitute was read and lost 
by the fo!Jowing vote: 

Yeas-5. 

Buchanan of Bell. Floyd. 

Johnson of Hall. Suiter. 
McNealus. 

Nays-11. 

Bee. H enderson. 
Buchanan of Scurry.Johnston of Harris. 
Caldwell. Page. 
Decherd. Parr. 
Faust. Strickland. 
Hall. 

Present-Not Voting. 

Alderdlce. 
Collins. 

Balley. 
Clark. 
Dayton. 
Gibson. 

Dean. 
Lattimore. 

Absent. 

Hopkins. 
Robbins. 
Westbrook. 
Woodward. 

Absent-Excused. 

Hudspeth. 
McColl um. 

Smith~ 

Action then r ecurred upon the 
written motion of Senator Johnston 
and the same was adopted. 

House Bill No. 31. 

The Chair laid before the Senate 
on second reading : 

H. B . No. 31 , A bill .to be entitled 
" An Act to establish Common School 
District No. ·19 in Dickens County, 
Texas, etc., and declaring an emer­
gency." 

The Senate rule requiring commit­
tee reports to lie over one day was 
suspended. 

The committee report .that thP. bllJ 
be not ,printed was adopted. 

The bill was read second time and 
passed to its third reading. 

On motion of Senator Johnson or 
Hall, the constitutional rule requir­
ing bills to be read on three several 
days was suspended and House Bill 
No. 31 put on its third read!ng. :md 
final passage by the following vot3: 

Yeas-23. 

Alderdice. Decherd. 
Bee. Faust. 
Buchanan of Bell. Floyd. 
Buchanan o!Scurry.Hall. 
Caldwell. Henderson. 
Collins. Hopkins. 
Dayton. Johnson of Hall. 
Dean. Johnston oI Harris. 
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!Attimore. 
l\IcNealus. 
Page. 
Parr. 

Clark. 
Gibson. 

Robbins. 
Strickland. 
Suiter. 

Absent. 

·west brook. 
Woodward. 

Absent-Excused. 

Balley. 
Hudspeth. 

l\!cCollum. 
Smith. 

Th e bill was laid before thri ?en­
ate, read third time and, on motion 
of Senator Johnson of Hall, was 
passed by the following vote: 

Yeas-24. 

Alderdlce. Henderson. 
Bee. Hopkins. 
Buchanan of Bell. Johnson of Hall. 
Buchanan of Scurry.Johnston of Harris. 
CalrlwelL Latt imore. 
Collins. McNealus. 
Dayton. Pag<!. 
Dean. Parr. 
Decherd. Rohbins. 
Faust. Stricltl and. 
Flovd. Suiter. 
Hall. Westbrook. 

Clari(. 
Gibson. 

Balley. 
Hudspeth. 

Absent. 

Woodward. 

Absent-Excused. 

l\TcCollum. 
Smith. 

House Ilil! Xo. 34. 

The Chair lai d before the Sm1~ te 
on second reading: 

H. il. No. 34. A bill to be •rntitlecl 
"An Act to am end Chapter 4, of ·,he 
Laws of the Regular Ses.sion of the 
Thirty-third Legisla.ture, so as to 
chang<' the time of holding district 
court in the various counti<'s of the 
Se\·enty-second .Judi cia l Di st rict of 
Texas ; declaring what counties shall 
compo:;e rnme; attaching the unor­
ganized counties of Hockley and 
Cochran to the county of Lubbock 
for judicial and all other purposes, 
malcing process issued or sen~ci l>e­
forc thi s Act takes effect, including 
recognizan ce and bonds returnable 
to the t erms of court as herein fixed, 
and from all grand and petlt ju:·ics 

drawn to he returnable to the cc>rre­
sponding weelrn of the terms as her~­
in defined , ancl declaring an emer­
gency." 

The Senate rule requiring commit­
tee rl.'ports to lie over one day was 
suspended. 

The committee report .that the bill 
be not 11rin ted \\'as adopted. 

The bill was rend seeond time aad 
passed to its third reading. 

On motion of Senator Buchanan of 
Scurry, the constitutional rule rc­
'.Jl'.iri ng bills to be read on thre" ~ev­
eral days was suspended ancl Honse 
Rill No. 33 put on its third reading 
a nrl final passage by the foJlo,•;;ag 
vote: 

Yeas-24. 

Alderdice. Henderson. 
Bee. Hopkins. 
Buchanan or Bell. Johnson of Hall. 
Buchanan of Scurry.Johnston of Harri:;. 
Caldwell. Lattimore. 
Coll!ns. McNealus. 
Dayton. 
Dean. 
Decherd. 
Faust. 
Floyd. 
Hall. 

Clarlt. 
Gibson. 

Ballet. 
Hudspeth. 

Page. 
Parr. 
Robbins. 
Str ickland. 
Suiter. 
Westbrook. 

Absent. 

Woodwartl. 

Absent-Excused. 

l\IcCollurn. 
E:mith. 

The bill was laid before the Sen­
ate . r e:id thirtl time and. on .notion 
of Sena.tor Buchanan of Scnrry, was 
passed by the following vote: 

Yeas-24 . 

<\111.crdice. Henderson. 
Bee. Ho11kins. 
Bnchanan of Bell. Johnson of Hall. 
Buchanan of Scurry.Johnston of Harris. 
CnldwpJl. Lattimore. 
Collins. l\fcNealus. • 
Dayton. Page. 
Dean. Parr. 
Decherd. Robbins. 
Faust. Strlcklancl. 
Floyd. Suiter. 
Hall. Westbroolc 

Clark. 
Gibson. 

Absent. 

Woodward. 
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Balley. 
Hudspeth. 

Absent-Excused. 

McColl um. 
Smith. 

Senate Concurrent Resolution No. 7. 

(By unanimous consent.) 

Resolved by the Senate, the House 
of Representatives concurring, that 
the Sergeant-at-Arms of the House, 
and the Sergeant-at-Arms of the Sen­
ate be directed to deliver all waste 
paper to the Austin Chapter of the 
Red Cross Society. 

CALDWELL. 

The resolution was read and 
adopted. / 

Alljournment. 

At 3: 3 0 o'clock p. m. Senator l\'!c­
Nealus moved that the Senate ad­
journ until 10 o'clock next j\'londay 
morning. 

The motion prevailed. 

APPENDIX. 

Petitions 1t1nd l\Iemorials. 

Senators. Hopkins, Buchanan 01 

Scurry, Clark, Alderdice, and Dean, 
each offered several petitions from 
citizens opposing any amendment of 
the TerreJI Election Law. 

Senator Buchanan of Bell present­
ed a telegram from the President of 
the Chamber· of Commerce, waco, 
denying charges made as to preva.­
lence of bootlegging in that city. 

The Chair offered a telegram from 
McBride and Law, shipbuilders of 
Beaumont, favoring State and Na· 
tional prohibition. 

The Chair presented four tele­
grams from Houston favoring the 
suffrage bill. 

By uanimous consent, Senator 
Strickland offE:red the following 
which was ordered printed in full in 
the Journal: 

Statement to the Public 

In Yiew of certain statements made 
in the press of Texas regarding the 

. action of the Travis County Grand 
Jury in bringing certain indictments 
against James E. Ferguson which 

were later quashed by the district 
judge on the motion of fhe district 
attorney, the members of the grand 
jury concerned .have issued the fol­
lowing statement which they trust 
will be read by the people of Texas 
in order that justice may be done 
men who were acting In obedience 
to their oaths in bringing said in­
dictments. 

A. C. GOETH, 
l\'!. C. ABRAMS, 

Foremen. 

March 8, 19'18. 

Many false statements have been 
made and are being circulated with 
reference to the Travis County grand 
jury that indicted James E. Fergu­
son, and certain other heads of State 
departments for misapplying and 
misusing the public funds. In or­
der that the people may better un­
derstand these matters and not be de­
ceived by tbe infamous falsehoods 
in regard thereto, some of the facts 
:tre briefly submitted by the under­
signed members of sair1 grand jury. 
·rhe men who composed this grand 
jury were chosen by three honest 
and impartial jury commissioners, 
laEt March-long before the im­
peachment issues developed. Those 
jury commissioners were appointed 
!Jy the same district judge who en­
tered his orders dismissing the 
cases. No political frame-up there. 
The grand jurors were guided solely . 
by their oaths , the Jaw and the plain, 
undisputed facts. No preachers, no 
iawyers, and no .teachers appeared 
before this grand jury to testify 
ng:;.inst the accused and no such per­
sons ever exerted, or attempted to 
exert any lnftuence upon the grand 
jury against any of the persons in­
dicted. 

When thi s grand jury was impan­
eled, the district judge gave explicit 
imtructions to investigate the State 
departm ents. Such investigation was 
consci•mtiously begun ancl impartial­
ly conducted. From the first, it was 
apparent that the district attorney 
was not in sympathy with the pro­
ceedings, and he soon clearly dis­
pla~·ed his partisan bia~ in favor · of 
Fergnrnn. Under the circumstances, 
it was but natural that his opinions 
as to the law and facts would not be 
given preference over those of the 
county attorney and Attorney Gen­
eral's department. However, the le-
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gal opinions of lawyers were unnec- venue could not be fixed in Travis 
essary for .the average layman can Count~· and that sufficient e\·idence 
interpret the clearly stated criminal could not be had to procure convlc­
statutes in question ·"·ithout danger lions. He also stated that he told 
of committing an error. the grand jury the notary public who 

Article 97. Penal Code. "Using certified under his seal of office that 
Public Funds."-Within the term \Voodman subscribed and swore to 
"misapplication of public mon·ay" are the false accounts against the State 
included the following acts: ought to have been summoned. The 

1. "The use of any public money district attorney did not, in our hear­
in the hands of any officer of the ing, make such statement to the 
Government, for any purpose whatso- grand jury and he did not give the 
ever, save that of transmitting or advice as claimed or take the posi­
transporting the same .to tl1e seat of lion stated. He did claim that, after 
government, and its payment into the diligent search, he was unable to find 
Treasury." any law in the Penal Code upon 

2. Depositing Public Funds Else- which to base the indictment for di­
where than in the Treasury.-"The version of the public funds, but his 
deposit, by an)' officer of the Gov- attention was promptly called to 
ernment, of public money in bis Article 104.-Diverting Special Fund 
hands at any other place than the -"If any person shall knowingly 
Treasury of the State, when the and willfully borrow, withhold or in 
Treasury is accessible and open for any manner dh·ert from its purpose, 
business, or permitting the same to any special fund or any part thereof, 
remain on deposit at such forbidden belonging to or under the control of 
place after the Treasury Is open." the State, which has been set apart 

G. Failure to Pay into the Treas- by law for a specific use, he shall be 
ury at Proper Time.-"The willful punished by confinement in the peni­
failure or any officer to pay into the tentiary for a term not less than two 
State Treasurr, at the time pre- years nor more than ten years." 
scribed by law, whatever funds he After having been given informa-
ma~· haYe on hand." lion as to the proceedings by the 

Each of said bills found by this district attorney, James E. Fergurnn 

~~~1~~ j~1?e~~~~:caese~n~P~1nm~~e a~~~·~ voluntarily appeared before thG 
l\luch of the strongest evidence which grand jury (accompanied by his co­
t he grand jury had as the basis for terie of armed rangers), and he did 
these indictments can not be publicly not. while before this body at any 
disclosed, because of legal restric- time, for one moment, claim nor ln­
tions. It may be stated, however, that timate that the $5,GOO which had 
the bank records exhibited in the leg- been used in the payment of his per­
i~lati\·e investigation show that each sonal note and interest for said 
of the persons so indicted had de- amount, had been paid without his 
posited public funds in the Temple knowledge or consent, or that it had 
State Banlc and other banks, and hnd been talcen from the wrong deposit. 
permitted such funds to remain on Since the dismissal of these cases 
depogit in said banlrn. It was ad- upon· alleged technical grounds, the 
mitted by Ferguson that this was district judge has admitted that be 
true and that the State Treasury did not know the facts involYed and 
was open every week day during the that he did not have any evidence 
whole time. In the light of such in- brought before him, but accepted and 
disputable facts, under the law, and acted upon the ex pa rte statements 
in accordance with the oath talcen, of the district attorney. The district 
no honest grand juror had any choice attorney did not state fully to the 
but to return these indictments. No court all the true facts in these 
member of this grand jury has eYer cases. 
stated that he die! not vote for all This statement is presented by men 
of these indictments, and none will who are conscious that they were not 
so state. at that time, actuated by political or 

In his motion to dismirn the cases other improper motives nor in­
and the accompanying statements, flucncecl by any outside persons or 
the district attorney claimed that he considerations whatsoever. It is sub­
ac!Yised the grand jury that the mitted that the truth may be !mown; 
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that justice may be· done, and that 
right shall finally triumph. 

As an evidence of our utmost good 
faith in the premises, we subscribe 
our names hereto and solemnly swear 
that the fbregoing statement of facts 
is true 'and correct. 

'JliI. C. Abrams, Foreman, farmer ; 
J. H. W. Wil1iams, real estate dea ler; 
W. D. Bowman, farmer; F. W. Hill, 
farmer; 0. T . Martin, farmer; Sam 
Young, farmer; W. F . Lindahl, mer­
chant; Frank Doherty, farmer; A. C. 
Goeth, Foreman, merchant; E. H. 
Vance, farmer. 

Subscribed .and sworn to before me 
on this 8th day of March, A. D. 
1918, 

W. R . SCRUGGS, 
Notary Public, Travis County, Texas. 

Eng1'ossing Committee Report. 

· Committee Room, 
Austin, T exas, March 8, 1918. 

Hon . E . A .. Decherd, President Pro 
Tern . .of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on En· 

grossed Bilis has had Senate Bill No. 
2 0 ca1~efully · compared, and finds the 
same correctly engrossed. 

ALDERDICE, . Chairman. 

Committee Reports. 

Comrnitt·ee Room. 
Austin, Texas, March 8, 1918. 

Hon. E. A. _Decherd, President Pro 
Tem. of the Senate. 
Sir.: Your Committee on Educa­

tional Affairs , to whom was referred 
S. B. No. 31, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to establish Common School 
District No. 19, in Dickens County, 
Texas, so as to includ·a certain lands 
heretofore in Common School Dis­
trict No. 1, of said Dickens County, 
Texas, provided that such lands as 
may be hereafter included in Com­
mon School District No. 19 shall con­
tinue to be · subject to taxation for 
the payment of the principal and in­
terest, and creating a sinl(ing fund 
of any bonds that may have here­
tofore been issued by the said 
Common School District No. 1, and 
remaining unpaid; conferring upon 
said Common School District No. 19 
all authority now conferred by the 
General Laws of the Stat-e of Texas 

10-4c 

upon common school districts, and 
placing the affairs of said district in 
a board of trustees to be composed of 
three members and conferring upon 
the county judge of said Dickens 
County, T·exas, to appoint three 
trustees for said Common School 
District No. 19, one of whom shall 
hold office until May 1, 1919, or 
until his s•ccessor has been duly 
elected and qualified, and the others 
shall hold office until May 1, 1920, 
or until th·eir successors are duly 
elected and qualified, and thereafter 
to be elected as direct·ecf by the 
statute governing common schol dis­
tricts; and declaring an emergency," 

Have had the same under consid­
eration, and beg leave to l'eport the 
same back to the Senate, with the re­
commendation that it do pass, and be 
not printed. 

BEE, Chairman. 

(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber. 
Austin, Texas, March 8, 1918. 

Hon. E. A, Declierd, President Pro. 
Tern . of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Judicial 

Districts, to whom was referred 
H. B. No. 34, A bill to be entitled 

"An Act to amend Chapter 4, of the 
Laws of the Regular Session of the 
Thirty-third Legislature, so as to 
change the time of holding district 
court in the various counties of the 
Seventy-second Judicial District of 
Texas; declaring what counties shall 
compose same, attaching the unor­
ganized conn ties of Hockley and 
Cochran t., the County of Lubbock 
for judicial and all other purposes; 
making process issued or served be­
fore thi$ Act tal,·es effect, including 
recognizances and bonds, returna­
ble to the t erms of court as herein 
fixed, and conform all grand and 
petit juries drawn to be returnable to 
the corresponding weeks of the terms 
as herein defined, and declaring an 
emergency," 

Ha\.-e had the same under consid­
eration, and beg leave to report the 
same back to the Senate, with the re­
commendation that it do pass, and be 
not printed. 

Buchanan of Scurry, Parr, Dean, 
Suiter, Henderson, Johnston of Har­
ris, Hall . 
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(Floor Report.) 

Senate Chamber. 
Austin, Texas, l\larch S, 191S . 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tern. of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committ·ee on Roads, 

Bridges and Ferries, to whom was 
referred 

S. B. No. 24, A \Jill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend A1·ticle G37d of 
Section 2, Chapter 203, General 
Laws of the Reg-ular Session or the 
Thirty-firth Legislature, prohibiting 
OY·crlapping rnad d istricts and re­
quiring tbe commissioners courts in 
Ca8e one rnad district conflicts with 
or o,·erlaps another road district , to 
1iass an ordq correctly redefining it, 
etc .. and decTnring an emergency," 

Ha,·e had the same under consid­
eration, r,nd beg leaYe to report tlle 
same back to the Senate, with the re­
commendation that it do pass, and be 
not printed. 

Caldwell, Chairman; Buchanan of 
Scurry, Floyd, Gibson. 

(Floor Report. I 

Senate Chamber. 
Austin, Texas, March 8, 1918. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd, President Pro 
Tem. of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Roads, 

Bridges and Ferries, to whom was 
r·eferred 

S. B. No. 25, A bill lo be entitled 
"An Act to authorize and empower 
the Commissioners Court of Ander­
son County, Texas to cancel and re­
Yoke all preYious orders of said 
court authorizing the issuance of road 
bonds under the 11ro,·isions of Chap­
ter 2, Title 18, of th~ Revised CiYll 
Slallltes of Texas, and under all acts 
amendatory thereof, and to annul 
the bond election at which such 
bonds were voted, where such bonds 
or the transcripts thereof have been 
disapprcwed by the Attorney General 
or where such bonds cannot be legal­
ly issued and offered for sale and de­
claring an e1nerg·ency." 

HaYe had the same under consid­
eration, and beg lea\·e to 1-eport the 
same back to the Senate, with the· re­
commendation that it do pass, and be 
not printed. 

Caldwell, Chairman; Buchanan of 
Scurry, Floyd, Strickland , Gibson. 

Committee Room, 
Austin, Texas, !\larch 8. 1~ 18. 

Hon. E. A. Decherd. Presirlent Pro 
Tern. of the Senat e. 
Sir: Your CommittM on· Educa­

tional Affairs. to whom wns r<'ferrecl 
S. B. No. 2G. A bill to he entitled 

"An Act to amenrl Article 2758. 
Chanter 12, Title 48, of the Revis.zd 
CiYil Statutes of the State of Texas, 
1911. relating- to the salaries of 
count~· superintendentR of nuhlic in­
struction. increnRing the salaries of 
~:>.icl count~· superintendents. prm·id­
ing for office '<'XPenses, and cleclar­
inc nn emergency." 

H:n-e had the ~ame under consid­
eration, ancl beg lcrn-e to r.zport the 
snme baclc to the Senate, with the re­
commendation that it clo pass. and be 
not printed. 

BEE, Chairman. 

Committ.ze Room. 
Austin, Texas. Jlln1·ch 8, 1!118. 

Hon.' E. A. Dech ercl, President Pro 
Tern. or the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Pnhlic 

Debts. Claims and Accounts, to whom 
was referred 

S. B. No. 2~. A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to amend Section 15, Chap­
ter 5, of the Acts of the First. Called 
Sess ion of the Thirt,,v-fourth Legisla­
ture of the State of Texas which Act 
was entitled 'An Act regulating th~ 
business of co-operative savings and 
contract loan companies: so that 
hereafter such companies may in­
vest their funds in mortgages which 
shall be a first li en on real estate 
located in any State of the United 
States of America, ancl further per­
mitting such companies to inYest 
their funds in Liberty bonds and 
other certificates of inde btedness 
which have or may h erea fter be 
authoriz·ed by the United States 
Congress; and declaring an emer­
gency," 

Ha,·e had the same under consid­
eration ancl I am instructed to re­
port the same baclc to· the Senate 
with the recommendation that it do 
pass. 

SUITER, Chairman. 

Committee Room. 
Austin, Texas, Jl[arch 8, 1918. 

Hon . E. A. necherd, President Pro 
Tern . of the Senate. 
Sir: Your Committee on Internal 
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Improvements, to whom was re­
ferred 

S. B. No. 22, A bill to be entitled 
"An Act to provide for the creation 
of conservation and reclamation dis­
tricts within this Stat-e under and by 
virtue of the provisions of Section 
5 9 of Article 16 of the State Consti­
tution, to be known as levee improve­
ment districts , for the purpose of re­
claiming lands from overflow from 
rivers, creeks and streams, by sys­
t~nns of leyees, drainage and other 
imp'rovements, pi·escribing how such 
districts nrny be crea ted; defining 
their r ights, powers and privileges, 
and tl!e manner of their exercise; 
constituting such districts when 
created gov•ernmental agencies and 
bodies politic and eorpor'ate, and 
fixing their rights and liabilities as 
such; providing for. the construction, 
maintenance, and - protection of 
works and improvements erected by 
them; ma Icing penal · ,interferenc-e 
with or injury to their works or im­
provements, and fixing penalties and 
punishment to be imposed on per­
sons offending those regards , as well 
as for building levees without lawful 
authority; granting ,to such districts 
th-e right of eminent domain, and the 
power to lev,y taxes and cause the 
same to be assessed and collected, 
and to issue bonds and create indebt­
edness to raise funds for the objects 
of their creation, .and declaring an 
em·ergency," · 

Have had the same under cons id­
eration, and beg leave to report the 
same back to the Senate with the re­
commendation that it do pass. · 

JOHNSON of Hall, 
Chairman. 

ELEVENTH DA):. 

Senate Chamber, 
Austin, .Texas, 

Monday, March 11, 1918. 
~The S·enate met at .10 o'clock a. m., 
pursuant to . adjournment, and was 
called to order by President Pro Tern. 
Decherd. 

By uanimous consent, and on re­
quest of Senator Westbrook, the Sen­
ate stood at ease for fifteen minutes, 
at the . expiration of which time the 
roll was cal!'ed, a quorum being pres­
ent, the following Senators answer­
ing to their names: 

Alderd!ce. Hall. 
Bailey. Henderson. 
Bee. Hopkins. 
Buchanan. of Bell. Johnson of Hall. 
Buchanan of Scurry;Johnston of Harris. 
Clark. McNealus. 
Collins. Page. 
Dean. Robbins. 
Decherd. Strickland. 
F aust. ,Suiter. 
Floyd. Westbroolc. 

Caldwell. 
Gibson. 

Absent. 

Parr. 
Woodward. 

Absent-Excused. 

Dayton. 
Hudspeth. 
Lattimore. 

McColl um. 
Smith. 

Prarer by the Chaplain. 
Pending the reading of the Jour­

nal pf Friday, the same was dispensed 
with on motion of Senator Johnson 
of Hall . 

Excuse<l. 

Sena tor Dayton was excused for 
today on account of sickness, on 
motion of Senator Johnson of Hall. 

Senator Lattimore for today on ac­
count of important business on 1110-

tion of Senator Johnson of Hall. 
Senator McCollum for this week on 

account of important business on mo­
tion of Senator Bee. 

Petitions and i\Iemorials. 

Senator Bailey obtained recoanl­
tion to file some petitions relatin~ to 
amendment of the election laws of 
the State. ' 

Senator l\IcNealus made the point 
of order that the petitions are not 
r eceivable for the reason that they 
do not relate to any matter pending 
beforn the Legi sla ture. 

The Chair overruled the point of 
order· holding. that the right of peti­
tion is guaranteed under the Consti­
tution of th e State. ' -

See Appendix for statement of pe­
titions offered. 

Committee Reports. 

See Appendix for standing com­
mittee reports. 


